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Draft Worship Outline

January - June 2024 Year B

The Rush United Methodist Church
https://www.rushumc.com/

The Rev. Todd R. Goddard, Pastor

Prayer, reading, and reflection has led to this bare-bones preliminary draft
worship plan for early Winter 2024 through the end of June. It is an insight
to where God is leading us.

Allow this draft to serve as a foundation for a collaborative effort to organize
and lead every worship service with creative excellence. Review, make
notes, edit, and use as you see fit with my thanks.

Listen for God to speak. Discern God’s will. Share the Spirit’s direction.

A Worship Team planning meeting will be held in the final weeks of
January. Our purpose is to make plans for each Sunday throughout the
liturgical year.

Of note:

1. 9:30 am worship: Based on the informal feedback from the
congregation and a recommendation from the Leadership Ministries
Team, it was decided to continue with one worship service each
Sunday at 9:30 am.

2. Holy Communion: The sacrament of Holy Communion will be
celebrated on the 2"¥ and 4" Sundays of each month, with occasional
exceptions for special days.

3. Sunday School: Christian Education for children will take place
following the children’s sermon. Christian Education for adults will
take place either before or after the worship service, dependent upon
the needs of each class and leader.

Erma and Leon are seeking volunteers to take Holy Communion the first
Sunday of each month to our elderly shut-in members and friends. Contact
them if you would like to volunteer.

Thank you for your faithful service!
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January 7, 2024
Baptism of the Lord, First Sunday after the Epiphany (White)

Genesis 1:1-5, Psalm 29, Acts 19:1-7, Mark 1:4-11

Mark 1:4-11

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John
was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he
ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful
than | is coming after me; | am not worthy to stoop down and untie the
thong of his sandals. | have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit.”

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by
John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw
the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well
pleased.”

Notes:

January 11, 2024

Marting Luther King, Jr. Celebration

Rush/Henrietta Interfaith League / Interracial Clergy Council
7:00 pm at St. Marian Cope Parish, Henrietta, NY 14467

Notes:

January 14, 2024
Second Sunday after the Epiphany (Green)
Holy Communion

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18, 1 Corinthians 6:12-20, John 1:43-51

John 1:43-51
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The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to
him, “Follow me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and
Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about
whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph
from Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael
coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there
is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus
answered, “l saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael
replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus
answered, “Do you believe because | told you that | saw you under the fig
tree? You will see greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Very
truly, | tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God
ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”

Notes:
Second Sunday Lunch

January 21, 2024
Third Sunday after the Epiphany (Green)

Psalm 62:5-12, 1 Corinthians 7:29-31, Mark 1:14-20

Mark 1:14-20

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good
news of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has
come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” As Jesus passed along
the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into
the sea—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and |
will make you fish for people.” And immediately they left their nets and
followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and
his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he
called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired
men, and followed him.

Notes:
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January 28, 2024
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany (Green)
Holy Communion

Psalm 111, 1 Corinthians 8:1-13, Mark 1:21-28

Mark 1:21-28

They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the
synagogue and taught. They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught
them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. Just then there was in
their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out, “What have
you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? |
know who you are, the Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked him, saying,
“Be silent, and come out of him!” And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and
crying with a loud voice, came out of him. They were all amazed, and they
kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority!
He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” At once his
fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.

Notes:
Musa weNkosi Orphanage Special Offering

February 4, 2024
5t Sunday after the Epiphany (Green)

Isaiah 40:21-31, Psalms 147: 1-11, 1 Corinthians 9:16-23, Mark 1:29-39

Mark 1:29-39

As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and
Andrew, with James and John. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with
a fever, and they told him about her at once. He came and took her by the
hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to serve
them.

That evening, at sundown, they brought to him all who were sick or
possessed with demons. And the whole city was gathered around the door.
And he cured many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out
many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, because
they knew him. In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and
went out to a deserted place, and there he prayed. And Simon and his
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companions hunted for him. When they found him, they said to him,
“Everyone is searching for you.” He answered, “Let us go on to the
neighboring towns, so that | may proclaim the message there also; for that
is what | came out to do.” And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the
message in their synagogues and casting out demons.

Notes:

February 11, 2024
Transfiguration of the Lord (White)
Holy Communion

2 Kings 2:1-12
Psalms 50:1-6
2 Corinthians 4:3-6

Mark 9:2-9

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led
them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured
before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on
earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses,
who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for
us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and
one for Elijah.” He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a
cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is
my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” Suddenly when they looked around,
they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.

As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one
about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the
dead.
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Notes:
Second Sunday Lunch

February 13, 2024 (Tuesday)
Mardi Gras

February 14, 2024
Ash Wednesday (PURPLE or BLACK)

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
Psalms 51:1-17

2 Corinthians 5:20-6:10
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them;
for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. “So whenever you
give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly
| tell you, they have received their reward. But when you give alms, do not
let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your alms may
be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to
stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they
may be seen by others. Truly | tell you, they have received their reward. But
whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your
Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they
disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly | tell
you, they have received their reward. But when you fast, put oil on your
head and wash your face, so that your fasting may be seen not by others
but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will
reward you.

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves
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treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.

Notes:

February 18, 2024
First Sunday of Lent (PURPLE)

Genesis 9:8-17
Psalms 25:1-10
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15

Mark 1:9-15

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by
John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw
the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well
pleased.” And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He
was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the
wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good
news of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has
come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”

Notes:

February 25, 2024

Second Sunday of Lent (PURPLE)

Holy Communion

Pastor Todd on vacation. Pastoral Substitute: Padraic Collins-Bohrer

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
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Psalms 22:23-31
Romans 4:13-25
Mark 8: 31-38

Mark 8: 31-38

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes,
and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly.
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking
at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross
and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those
who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.
For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?
Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed
of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the
Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father
with the holy angels.”

Notes:
Musa weNkosi Special Offering

March 3, 2024

Third Sunday of Lent (PURPLE)

Pastor Todd on vacation. Pastoral Substitute: Padraic Collins-Bohrer
Exodus 20:1-17

Psalms 19

1 Corinthians 1:18-25

John 2:13-22

John 2:13-22
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The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In
the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money
changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of
them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out
the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. He told those
who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making
my Father’s house a marketplace!” His disciples remembered that it was
written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” The Jews then said to him,
“What sign can you show us for doing this?” Jesus answered them,
“‘Destroy this temple, and in three days | will raise it up.” The Jews then
said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will
you raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking of the temple of his
body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he
had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had
spoken.

Notes:

March 10, 2024

Fourth Sunday of Lent (PURPLE)
Daylight Saving Time Begins
Holy Communion

Numbers 21:4-9
Psalms 107:1-3, 17-22
Ephesians 2:1-10
John 3:14-21

John 3:14-21

And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son
of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. “For
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. “Indeed, God did
not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not
condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already,
because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And
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this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people
loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all who
do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may
not be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it
may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.”

Notes:
Second Sunday Lunch

March 17, 2024
Fifth Sunday of Lent (PURPLE)
St. Patrick’s Day

Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalms 51:1-12
Hebrews 5:5-10
John 12:20-33

John 12:20-33

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some
Greeks. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said
to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then
Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour
has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a
grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but
if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who
hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me
must follow me, and where | am, there will my servant be also. Whoever
serves me, the Father will honor.

“‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should | say—'Father, save me from this
hour? No, it is for this reason that | have come to this hour. Father, glorify
your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “| have glorified it, and | will
glorify it again.” The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was
thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This
voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this
world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And |, when | am lifted
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up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to indicate the
kind of death he was to die.

Notes:
March 24, 2024

Palm / Passion Sunday - Start of Holy Week (WHITE)
Holy Communion

(Palms) Mark 11:1-11
Mark 11:1-11

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near
the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into
the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied
there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says
to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will
send it back here immediately.” They went away and found a colt tied near
a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, some of the
bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” They told
them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they
brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many
people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches
that they had cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead and those who
followed were shouting,

“‘Hosanna!

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!

Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!

Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had
looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany
with the twelve.

(Passion) Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalms 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11

Mark 14:1-15:47
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Mark 14:1-15:47

It was two days before the Passover and the festival of Unleavened
Bread. The chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to arrest
Jesus by stealth and kill him; for they said, “Not during the festival, or there
may be a riot among the people.”

While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at
the table, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment of
nard, and she broke open the jar and poured the ointment on his head. But
some were there who said to one another in anger, “Why was the ointment
wasted in this way? For this ointment could have been sold for more than
three hundred denarii, and the money given to the poor.” And they scolded
her. But Jesus said, “Let her alone; why do you trouble her? She has
performed a good service for me. For you always have the poor with you,
and you can show kindness to them whenever you wish; but you will not
always have me. She has done what she could; she has anointed my body
beforehand for its burial. Truly | tell you, wherever the good news is
proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in
remembrance of her.”

Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests
in order to betray him to them. When they heard it, they were greatly
pleased, and promised to give him money. So he began to look for an
opportunity to betray him.

On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is
sacrificed, his disciples said to him, “Where do you want us to go and make
the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” So he sent two of his
disciples, saying to them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of
water will meet you; follow him, and wherever he enters, say to the owner
of the house, ‘The Teacher asks, Where is my guest room where | may eat
the Passover with my disciples?’ He will show you a large room upstairs,
furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.” So the disciples set
out and went to the city, and found everything as he had told them; and
they prepared the Passover meal.

When it was evening, he came with the twelve. And when they had
taken their places and were eating, Jesus said, “Truly | tell you, one of you
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will betray me, one who is eating with me.” They began to be distressed
and to say to him one after another, “Surely, not I?” He said to them, “It is
one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the bowl with me. For the
Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the
Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have
been born.”

While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he
broke it, gave it to them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” Then he took a
cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of them drank from
it. He said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out
for many. Truly | tell you, | will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until
that day when | drink it new in the kingdom of God.”

When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
And Jesus said to them, “You will all become deserters; for it is written,

‘| will strike the shepherd,

and the sheep will be scattered.’

But after | am raised up, | will go before you to Galilee.” Peter said to
him, “Even though all become deserters, | will not.” Jesus said to him,
“Truly | tell you, this day, this very night, before the cock crows twice, you
will deny me three times.” But he said vehemently, “Even though | must die
with you, | will not deny you.” And all of them said the same.

They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples,
“Sit here while | pray.” He took with him Peter and James and John, and
began to be distressed and agitated. And he said to them, “I am deeply
grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep awake.” And going a little
farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible,
the hour might pass from him. He said, “Abba, Father, for you all things are
possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what | want, but what you
want.” He came and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “Simon, are
you asleep? Could you not keep awake one hour? Keep awake and pray
that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but
the flesh is weak.” And again he went away and prayed, saying the same
words. And once more he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes
were very heavy; and they did not know what to say to him. He came a third
time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Enough!
The hour has come; the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.
Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.”
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Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve,
arrived; and with him there was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the
chief priests, the scribes, and the elders. Now the betrayer had given them
a sign, saying, “The one | will kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away
under guard.” So when he came, he went up to him at once and said,
“‘Rabbi!” and kissed him. Then they laid hands on him and arrested him. But
one of those who stood near drew his sword and struck the slave of the
high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to them, “Have you come
out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though | were a bandit? Day after
day | was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But let
the scriptures be fulfilled.” All of them deserted him and fled.

A certain young man was following him, wearing nothing but a linen
cloth. They caught hold of him, but he left the linen cloth and ran off naked.

They took Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief priests, the elders,
and the scribes were assembled. Peter had followed him at a distance, right
into the courtyard of the high priest; and he was sitting with the guards,
warming himself at the fire. Now the chief priests and the whole council
were looking for testimony against Jesus to put him to death; but they found
none. For many gave false testimony against him, and their testimony did
not agree. Some stood up and gave false testimony against him, saying,
“We heard him say, ‘Il will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and
in three days | will build another, not made with hands.”” But even on this
point their testimony did not agree. Then the high priest stood up before
them and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer? What is it that they testify
against you?” But he was silent and did not answer. Again the high priest
asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” Jesus said,
‘I am; and ‘you will see the Son of Man

seated at the right hand of the Power,’

and ‘coming with the clouds of heaven.”

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “Why do we still need
witnesses? You have heard his blasphemy! What is your decision?” All of
them condemned him as deserving death. Some began to spit on him, to
blindfold him, and to strike him, saying to him, “Prophesy!” The guards also
took him over and beat him.

While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the
high priest came by. When she saw Peter warming himself, she stared at
him and said, “You also were with Jesus, the man from Nazareth.” But he
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denied it, saying, “I do not know or understand what you are talking about.”
And he went out into the forecourt. Then the cock crowed. And the servant-
girl, on seeing him, began again to say to the bystanders, “This man is one
of them.” But again he denied it. Then after a little while the bystanders
again said to Peter, “Certainly you are one of them; for you are a Galilean.”
But he began to curse, and he swore an oath, “I do not know this man you
are talking about.” At that moment the cock crowed for the second time.
Then Peter remembered that Jesus had said to him, “Before the cock crows
twice, you will deny me three times.” And he broke down and wept.

As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the
elders and scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away,
and handed him over to Pilate. Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the
Jews?” He answered him, “You say so.” Then the chief priests accused him
of many things. Pilate asked him again, “Have you no answer? See how
many charges they bring against you.” But Jesus made no further reply, so
that Pilate was amazed.

Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for
whom they asked. Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the
rebels who had committed murder during the insurrection. So the crowd
came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his custom. Then
he answered them, “Do you want me to release for you the King of the
Jews?” For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had
handed him over. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him
release Barabbas for them instead. Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what
do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the Jews?” They
shouted back, “Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Why, what evil has he
done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” So Pilate, wishing to
satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he
handed him over to be crucified.

Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the
governor’'s headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. And
they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a
crown, they put it on him. And they began saluting him, “Hail, King of the
Jews!” They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in
homage to him. After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak
and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.



Page 16 of 36

They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to
carry his cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus.
Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means the
place of a skull). And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not
take it. And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting
lots to decide what each should take.

It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. The
inscription of the charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” And with
him they crucified two bandits, one on his right and one on his left. Those
who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, “Aha! You
who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself, and
come down from the cross!” In the same way the chief priests, along with
the scribes, were also mocking him among themselves and saying, “He
saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, the King of Israel,
come down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe.” Those
who were crucified with him also taunted him.

When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon. At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi,
lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “Listen, he
is calling for Elijah.” And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it
on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether
Elijah will come to take him down.” Then Jesus gave a loud cry and
breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to
bottom. Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way
he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”

There were also women looking on from a distance; among them were
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses,
and Salome. These used to follow him and provided for him when he was in
Galilee; and there were many other women who had come up with him to
Jerusalem.

When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that
is, the day before the sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member
of the council, who was also himself waiting expectantly for the kingdom of
God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate
wondered if he were already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked
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him whether he had been dead for some time. When he learned from the
centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. Then Joseph
bought a linen cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in the linen
cloth, and laid it in a tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. He then
rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the
mother of Joses saw where the body was laid.

Notes:

March 28, 2024
Maundy Thursday (WHITE)

Exodus 12:1-14
Psalms 116:1-4, 12-19
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
John 13:1-17, 31-35

John 13:1-17, 31-35

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had
come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own
who were in the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had already put
it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during
supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands,
and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the
table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he
poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe
them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter,
who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered,
“You do not know now what | am doing, but later you will understand.” Peter
said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless | wash
you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my
feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who
has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean.
And you are clean, though not all of you.” For he knew who was to betray
him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” After he had washed
their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to
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them, “Do you know what | have done to you? You call me Teacher and
Lord—and you are right, for that is what | am. So if |, your Lord and Teacher,
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For |
have set you an example, that you also should do as | have done to you.
Very truly, | tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are
messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things,
you are blessed if you do them.

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been
glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in
him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little
children, | am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as | said
to the Jews so now | say to you, ‘Where | am going, you cannot come.’ |
give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as | have
loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

Notes:

March 29, 2024
Good Friday (BLACK)

Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Psalms 22
Hebrews 10:16-25
John 18:1-19:42

John 18:1-19:42

After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across
the Kidron valley to a place where there was a garden, which he and his
disciples entered. Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place,
because Jesus often met there with his disciples. So Judas brought a
detachment of soldiers together with police from the chief priests and the
Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and torches and weapons.
Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward and
asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” They answered, “Jesus of
Nazareth.” Jesus replied, “| am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing
with them. When Jesus said to them, “l am he,” they stepped back and fell
to the ground. Again he asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” And they
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said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus answered, ‘I told you that | am he. So if
you are looking for me, let these men go.” This was to fulfill the word that he
had spoken, “I did not lose a single one of those whom you gave me.” Then
Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and
cut off his right ear. The slave’s name was Malchus. Jesus said to Peter,
“Put your sword back into its sheath. Am | not to drink the cup that the
Father has given me?” So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police
arrested Jesus and bound him.

First they took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the
high priest that year. Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that
it was better to have one person die for the people. Simon Peter and
another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to the high
priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, but Peter
was standing outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who was known to
the high priest, went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate, and
brought Peter in. The woman said to Peter, “You are not also one of this
man’s disciples, are you?” He said, “| am not.” Now the slaves and the
police had made a charcoal fire because it was cold, and they were
standing around it and warming themselves. Peter also was standing with
them and warming himself. Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his
disciples and about his teaching. Jesus answered, “| have spoken openly to
the world; | have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all
the Jews come together. | have said nothing in secret. Why do you ask me?
Ask those who heard what | said to them; they know what | said.” When he
had said this, one of the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face,
saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?” Jesus answered, “If | have
spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if | have spoken rightly, why do
you strike me?” Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.
Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him,
“You are not also one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I
am not.” One of the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the man whose
ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did | not see you in the garden with him?”
Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the cock crowed.

Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It was early
in the morning. They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to
avoid ritual defilement and to be able to eat the Passover. So Pilate went
out to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this man?”
They answered, “If this man were not a criminal, we would not have handed
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him over to you.” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him
according to your law.” The Jews replied, “We are not permitted to put
anyone to death.” (This was to fulfill what Jesus had said when he indicated
the kind of death he was to die.) Then Pilate entered the headquarters
again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”
Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about
me?” Pilate replied, “| am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief
priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus
answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this
world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to
the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” Pilate asked him, “So
you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that | am a king. For this | was
born, and for this | came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who
belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” Pilate asked him, “What is truth?”
After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, “| find
no case against him. But you have a custom that | release someone for you
at the Passover. Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?”
They shouted in reply, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a
bandit.

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers wove a
crown of thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple
robe. They kept coming up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and
striking him on the face. Pilate went out again and said to them, “Look, | am
bringing him out to you to let you know that | find no case against him.” So
Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate
said to them, “Here is the man!” When the chief priests and the police saw
him, they shouted, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him
yourselves and crucify him; | find no case against him.” The Jews answered
him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he
has claimed to be the Son of God.” Now when Pilate heard this, he was
more afraid than ever. He entered his headquarters again and asked Jesus,
“Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate therefore said
to him, “Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that | have power
to release you, and power to crucify you?” Jesus answered him, “You would
have no power over me unless it had been given you from above; therefore
the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” From then on
Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man,
you are no friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a king sets
himself against the emperor.” When Pilate heard these words, he brought
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Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s bench at a place called The Stone
Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. Now it was the day of Preparation for
the Passover; and it was about noon. He said to the Jews, “Here is your
King!” They cried out, “Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!” Pilate
asked them, “Shall | crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We
have no king but the emperor.”

Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus; and
carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The Place of the
Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. There they crucified him, and
with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between them.

Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus of
Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Many of the Jews read this inscription,
because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was
written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the chief priests of the Jews
said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, ‘This man said, |
am King of the Jews.”” Pilate answered, “What | have written | have written.”
When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided
them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the
tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. So they said to one
another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This
was to fulfill what the scripture says, “They divided my clothes among
themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots.” And that is what the
soldiers did. Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother,
and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.
When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing
beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” Then he said
to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took
her into his own home. After this, when Jesus knew that all was now
finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” A jar full of
sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a
branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had received the
wine, he said, “ltis finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave up his
spirit.

Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on
the cross during the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of
great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men

broken and the bodies removed. Then the soldiers came and broke the legs
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of the first and of the other who had been crucified with him. But when they
came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his
legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once
blood and water came out. (He who saw this has testified so that you also
may believe. His testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth.)
These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, “None of his
bones shall be broken.” And again another passage of scripture says,
“They will look on the one whom they have pierced.”

After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus,
though a secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him
take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and
removed his body. Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night,
also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a
hundred pounds. They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the
spices in linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the Jews. Now there
was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden there
was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. And so, because it
was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid
Jesus there.

Notes:

March 31, 2024
Easter Sunday (WHITE)

Acts 10:34-43

Psalms 118:1-2, 14-24
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
John 20:1-18

John 20:1-18

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene
came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb.
So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom
Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb,
and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other
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disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together,
but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent
down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go
in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw
the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head,
not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the
other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and
believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise
from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes.

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to
look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body
of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They
said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have
taken away my Lord, and | do not know where they have laid him.” When
she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she
did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you
weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener,
she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have
laid him, and | will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned
and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said
to her, “Do not hold on to me, because | have not yet ascended to the
Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘| am ascending to my
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”” Mary Magdalene went
and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them
that he had said these things to her.

Notes:
Musa weNkosi Special Offering

April 7, 2024
Second Sunday of Easter (White)

Acts 4:32-35
Psalms 133
1 John 1:1-2:2
John 20:19-31
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John 20:19-31

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of
the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews,
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he
said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with
you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” When he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive
the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained.” But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was
not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have
seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see the mark of the nails in
his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his
side, | will not believe.”

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them
and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger
here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not
doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus
said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” Now Jesus did
many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in
this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus
is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have
life in his name.

Notes:

April 14, 2024
Third Sunday of Easter (White)
Holy Communion

Acts 3:12-19
Psalms 4

1 John 3:1-7
Luke 24:36-48
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Luke 24:36-48

While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and
said to them, “Peace be with you.” They were startled and terrified, and
thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you
frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and
my feet; see that it is | myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have
flesh and bones as you see that | have.” And when he had said this, he
showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were
disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here
to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their
presence. Then he said to them, “These are my words that | spoke to you
while | was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of
Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened
their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is
written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third
day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these
things.

Notes:
Second Sunday Lunch

April 21, 2024

Fourth Sunday of Easter (White)

Pastor Todd recovering from knee replacement surgery. Pastoral
Substitute: Padraic Collins-Bohrer

Acts 4:5-12
Psalms 23
1 John 3:16-24
John 10:11-18

John 10:11-18

‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the
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sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the
wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because
a hired hand does not care for the sheep. | am the good shepherd. | know
my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and | know the
Father. And | lay down my life for the sheep. | have other sheep that do not
belong to this fold. | must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice.
So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves
me, because | lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it
from me, but | lay it down of my own accord. | have power to lay it down,
and | have power to take it up again. | have received this command from my
Father.”

Notes:

April 28, 2024

Fifth Sunday of Easter (White)

Holy Communion

Pastor Todd recovering from knee replacement surgery. Pastoral
Substitute: Padraic Collins-Bohrer

Acts 8:26-40
Psalms 22:25-31
1 John 4:7-21
John 15:1-8

John 15:1-8

"l am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to
make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that |
have spoken to you. Abide in me as | abide in you. Just as the branch
cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless
you abide in me. | am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in
me and | in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do
nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and
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withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If
you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish,
and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much
fruit and become my disciples.

Notes:
Musa weNkosi Special Offering

May 5, 2024
Sixth Sunday of Easter (White)

Acts 10:44-48
Psalms 98

1 John 5:1-6
John 15:9-17

John 15:9-17

As the Father has loved me, so | have loved you; abide in my love. If you
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as | have kept my
Father's commandments and abide in his love. | have said these things to
you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. “This
is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you. No
one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You
are my friends if you do what | command you. | do not call you servants any
longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but |
have called you friends, because | have made known to you everything that
| have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but | chose you. And |
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will
give you whatever you ask him in my name. | am giving you these
commands so that you may love one another.

Notes:
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May 12, 2024
Ascension of the Lord - Mother's Day (White)
Holy Communion

Acts 1:1-11
Psalms 47
Ephesians 1:15-23
Luke 24:44-53

Luke 24:44-53

Then he said to them, “These are my words that | spoke to you while | was
still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to
understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And
see, | am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the
city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he
blessed them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and
was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him, and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing
God.

Notes:
Second Sunday Lunch

May 19, 2024
Pentecost (RED)

Acts 2:1-21
Psalms 104:24-34, 35
Romans 8:22-27
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John 15:26-27, 16:4-15
John 15:26-27

"When the Advocate comes, whom | will send to you from the Father, the
Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You
also are to testify because you have been with me from the beginning.

John 16:4-15

But | have said these things to you so that when their hour comes you may
remember that | told you about them. “I did not say these things to you from
the beginning, because | was with you. But now | am going to him who sent
me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because | have
said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts.

Nevertheless | tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that | go away, for if
| do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if | go, | will send
him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin
and righteousness and judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in
me; about righteousness, because | am going to the Father and you will
see me no longer; about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been
condemned. “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear
them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the
truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears,
and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me,
because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father
has is mine. For this reason | said that he will take what is mine and declare
it to you.

Notes:

May 26, 2024
Trinity Sunday (WHITE)
Holy Communion

Isaiah 6:1-8
Psalms 29
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Romans 8:12-17
John 3:1-17

John 3:1-17

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do
apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, | tell
you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.”
Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old?
Can one enter a second time into the mother's womb and be born?” Jesus
answered, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God
without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and
what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that | said to you,
‘You must be born from above.” The wind blows where it chooses, and you
hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to
him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher
of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? “Very truly, | tell you,
we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not
receive our testimony. If | have told you about earthly things and you do not
believe, how can you believe if | tell you about heavenly things? No one has
ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the
Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have
eternal life. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but
in order that the world might be saved through him.

Notes:
Musa weNkosi Special Offering

May 27, 2024
Memorial Day
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June 2, 2024
Ordinary 27 (GREEN)

1 Samuel 3:1-20
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
2 Corinthians 4:5-12
Mark 2:23-3:6

Mark 2:23-3:6

One sabbath he was going through the grainfields; and as they made their
way his disciples began to pluck heads of grain. The Pharisees said to him,
‘Look, why are they doing what is not lawful on the sabbath?” And he said
to them, “Have you never read what David did when he and his
companions were hungry and in need of food? He entered the house of
God, when Abiathar was high priest, and ate the bread of the Presence,
which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and he gave some to his
companions.” Then he said to them, “The sabbath was made for
humankind, and not humankind for the sabbath; so the Son of Man is lord
even of the sabbath.”

Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a withered
hand. They watched him to see whether he would cure him on the sabbath,
so that they might accuse him. And he said to the man who had the
withered hand, “Come forward.” Then he said to them, “Is it lawful to do
good or to do harm on the sabbath, to save life or to kill?” But they were
silent. He looked around at them with anger; he was grieved at their
hardness of heart and said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He
stretched it out, and his hand was restored. The Pharisees went out and
immediately conspired with the Herodians against him, how to destroy him.

Notes:

June 9, 2024
Ordinary 28 (GREEN)
Holy Communion
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1 Samuel 8:4-20
Psalms 138

2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
Mark 3:20-35

Mark 3:20-35

and the crowd came together again, so that they could not even eat. When
his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were saying,
“He has gone out of his mind.” And the scribes who came down from
Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he
casts out demons.” And he called them to him, and spoke to them in
parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against
itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is divided against itself,
that house will not be able to stand. And if Satan has risen up against
himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. But no one
can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property without first tying
up the strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered.

“Truly | tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever
blasphemies they utter; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit
can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”— for they had
said, “He has an unclean spirit.”

Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to
him and called him. A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him,
“Your mother and your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.”
And he replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” And looking at
those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers!
Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.”

Notes:
Second Sunday Lunch

June 16, 2024
Ordinary 29 (GREEN)
Father’s Day
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1 Samuel 15:34-16:13
Psalms 20 or Psalms 72
2 Corinthians 5:6-17
Mark 4:26-34

Mark 4:26-34

He also said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on
the ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would
sprout and grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first
the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain
is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”

He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what
parable will we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon
the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it
grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large
branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to
hear it; he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained
everything in private to his disciples.

Notes:

June 23, 2024
Ordinary 30 (GREEN)
Holy Communion

1 Samuel 17:32-49
Psalms 9:9-20

2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Mark 4:35-41

Mark 4:35-41

On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to
the other side.” And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in
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the boat, just as he was. Other boats were with him. A great windstorm
arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already being
swamped. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke
him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?”
He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still”
Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. He said to them, “Why
are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” And they were filled with great awe
and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea
obey him?”

Notes:

June 30, 2024
Ordinary 31 (GREEN)

2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27
Psalms 130

2 Corinthians 8:7-15
Mark 5:21-43

Mark 5:21-43

When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd
gathered around him; and he was by the sea. Then one of the leaders of
the synagogue named Jairus came and, when he saw him, fell at his feet
and begged him repeatedly, “My little daughter is at the point of death.
Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well, and live.”

So he went with him. And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on
him. Now there was a woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages
for twelve years. She had endured much under many physicians, and had
spent all that she had; and she was no better, but rather grew worse. She
had heard about Jesus, and came up behind him in the crowd and touched
his cloak, for she said, “If | but touch his clothes, | will be made well.”
Immediately her hemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her body that she was
healed of her disease. Immediately aware that power had gone forth from
him, Jesus turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my clothes?”
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And his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing in on you; how
can you say, ‘Who touched me?”” He looked all around to see who had
done it. But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear
and trembling, fell down before him, and told him the whole truth. He said to
her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of
your disease.”

While he was still speaking, some people came from the leader’s house to
say, “Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the teacher any further?” But
overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the leader of the synagogue, “Do
not fear, only believe.” He allowed no one to follow him except Peter,
James, and John, the brother of James. When they came to the house of
the leader of the synagogue, he saw a commotion, people weeping and
wailing loudly. When he had entered, he said to them, “Why do you make a
commotion and weep? The child is not dead but sleeping.” And they
laughed at him. Then he put them all outside, and took the child’s father
and mother and those who were with him, and went in where the child was.
He took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha cum,” which means, “Little
girl, get up!” And immediately the girl got up and began to walk about (she
was twelve years of age). At this they were overcome with amazement. He
strictly ordered them that no one should know this, and told them to give
her something to eat.

Notes:
Musa weNkosi Special Offering

++++++++++++++
Looking ahead:

February 14, 2024 Ash Wednesday

February 25 - March 3, 2024 Vacation.

March 24, 2024 Palm/Passion Sunday

March 28, 2024 Maundy Thursday

March 29, 2024 Good Friday

March 31, 2024 Easter/Resurrection of the Lord
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¢ Right Knee Replacement, sometime after Easter, March 31, 2024 but
before Pentecost, May 19, 2024. Medical.

e May 19, 2024 Pentecost

e May 26, 2024 Trinity Sunday
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